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1851, 1853; Pub. L. 103-322, title XXXIII,
§§330016(1)(Ly), 330022, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147,
2150; Pub. L. 104-294, title VI, §604(b)(45), Oct. 11,
1996, 110 Stat. 3509; Pub. L. 105-112, §2, Nov. 21,
1997, 111 Stat. 2273; Pub. L. 107-296, title XXII,
§2207(f), formerly title II, §225(f), Nov. 25, 2002,
116 Stat. 2158, renumbered §2207(f), Pub. L.
115-278, §2(g)(2)(I), Nov. 16, 2018, 132 Stat. 4178.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2002—Par. (1)(c). Pub. L. 107-296, in introductory pro-
visions, inserted ‘‘or disseminates by electronic means”’
after ‘‘or other publication” and, in concluding provi-
sions, inserted ‘‘knowing the content of the advertise-
ment and”’ before ‘‘knowing or having reason to know’’.

1997—Par. (3). Pub. L. 105-112 added par. (3).

1996—Par. (2). Pub. L. 104-294 amended directory lan-
guage of Pub. L. 103-322, §330022. See 1994 Amendment
note below.

1994—Par. (1). Pub. L. 103-322, §330016(1)(L), sub-
stituted ‘‘fined under this title” for ‘‘fined not more
than $10,000 in concluding provisions.

Par. (2). Pub. L. 103-322, §330022, as amended by Pub.
L. 104294, realigned margins of concluding provisions.

1986—Pub. L. 99-508, §101(c)(1)(A), substituted ‘‘wire,
oral, or electronic’ for ‘‘wire or oral’” in section catch-
line.

Par. (1). Pub. L. 99-508, §101(c)(1)(A), (£)(2), substituted
“intentionally” for ‘‘willfully’” in introductory provi-
sion and ‘‘wire, oral, or electronic’’ for ‘‘wire or oral’’
in subpars. (a), (b), and (c)(i), (ii).

Par. (2)(a). Pub. L. 99-508, §101(c)(7), substituted ‘‘a
provider of wire or electronic communication service
or” for ‘‘a communications common carrier or”’, ‘‘such
a provider, in”’ for ‘‘a communications common carrier,
in”’, and ‘“‘business of providing that wire or electronic
communication service’’ for ‘‘communications common
carrier’s business”’.

Par. (2)(b). Pub. L. 99-508, §101(c)(1)(A), substituted
“‘wire, oral, or electronic’ for ‘‘wire or oral’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective 60 days after
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub. L. 107-296, set out as
an Effective Date note under section 101 of Title 6, Do-
mestic Security.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-294 effective Sept. 13, 1994,
see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104-294, set out as a note
under section 13 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 99-508 effective 90 days after
Oct. 21, 1986, and, in case of conduct pursuant to court
order or extension, applicable only with respect to
court orders and extensions made after such date, with
special rule for State authorizations of interceptions,
see section 111 of Pub. L. 99-508, set out as a note under
section 2510 of this title.

§2513. Confiscation of wire, oral, or electronic
communication intercepting devices

Any electronic, mechanical, or other device
used, sent, carried, manufactured, assembled,
possessed, sold, or advertised in violation of sec-
tion 2511 or section 2512 of this chapter may be
seized and forfeited to the United States. All
provisions of law relating to (1) the seizure,
summary and judicial forfeiture, and condemna-
tion of vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and bag-
gage for violations of the customs laws con-
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tained in title 19 of the United States Code, (2)
the disposition of such vessels, vehicles, mer-
chandise, and baggage or the proceeds from the
sale thereof, (3) the remission or mitigation of
such forfeiture, (4) the compromise of claims,
and (5) the award of compensation to informers
in respect of such forfeitures, shall apply to sei-
zures and forfeitures incurred, or alleged to have
been incurred, under the provisions of this sec-
tion, insofar as applicable and not inconsistent
with the provisions of this section; except that
such duties as are imposed upon the collector of
customs or any other person with respect to the
seizure and forfeiture of vessels, vehicles, mer-
chandise, and baggage under the provisions of
the customs laws contained in title 19 of the
United States Code shall be performed with re-
spect to seizure and forfeiture of electronic, me-
chanical, or other intercepting devices under
this section by such officers, agents, or other
persons as may be authorized or designated for
that purpose by the Attorney General.

(Added Pub. L. 90-351, title III, §802, June 19,
1968, 82 Stat. 215; amended Pub. L. 99-508, title I,
§101(c)(1)(A), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1851.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1986—Pub. L. 99-508 substituted ‘‘wire, oral, or elec-
tronic” for “‘wire or oral’ in section catchline.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 99-508 effective 90 days after
Oct. 21, 1986, and, in case of conduct pursuant to court
order or extension, applicable only with respect to
court orders and extensions made after such date, with
special rule for State authorizations of interceptions,
see section 111 of Pub. L. 99-508, set out as a note under
section 2510 of this title.

[§ 2514. Repealed. Pub. L. 91-452, title II, § 227(a),
Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 930]

Section, Pub. L. 90-351, title II, §802, June 19, 1968, 82
Stat. 216, provided for immunity of witnesses giving
testimony or producing evidence under compulsion in
Federal grand jury or court proceedings. Subject mat-
ter is covered in sections 6002 and 6003 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Sections 227(a) and 260 of Pub. L. 91-452 provided for
repeal of this section effective four years following six-
tieth day after date of enactment of Pub. L. 91-452,
which was approved Oct. 15, 1970, such repeal not affect-
ing any immunity to which any individual was entitled
under this section by reason of any testimony or other
information given before such date. See section 260 of
Pub. L. 91-452, set out as an Effective Date; Savings
Provision note under section 6001 of this title.

§2515. Prohibition of use as evidence of inter-
cepted wire or oral communications

Whenever any wire or oral communication has
been intercepted, no part of the contents of such
communication and no evidence derived there-
from may be received in evidence in any trial,
hearing, or other proceeding in or before any
court, grand jury, department, officer, agency,
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regulatory body, legislative committee, or other
authority of the United States, a State, or a po-
litical subdivision thereof if the disclosure of
that information would be in violation of this
chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 90-351, title III, §802, June 19,
1968, 82 Stat. 216.)

§2516. Authorization for interception of wire,
oral, or electronic communications

(1) The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney
General, Associate Attorney General,l or any
Assistant Attorney General, any acting Assist-
ant Attorney General, or any Deputy Assistant
Attorney General or acting Deputy Assistant
Attorney General in the Criminal Division or
National Security Division specially designated
by the Attorney General, may authorize an ap-
plication to a Federal judge of competent juris-
diction for, and such judge may grant in con-
formity with section 2518 of this chapter an
order authorizing or approving the interception
of wire or oral communications by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, or a Federal agency
having responsibility for the investigation of
the offense as to which the application is made,
when such interception may provide or has pro-
vided evidence of—

(a) any offense punishable by death or by im-
prisonment for more than one year under sec-
tions 2122 and 2274 through 2277 of title 42 of
the United States Code (relating to the en-
forcement of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954),
section 2284 of title 42 of the United States
Code (relating to sabotage of nuclear facilities
or fuel), or under the following chapters of
this title: chapter 10 (relating to biological
weapons), chapter 37 (relating to espionage),
chapter 55 (relating to kidnapping), chapter 90
(relating to protection of trade secrets), chap-
ter 105 (relating to sabotage), chapter 115 (re-
lating to treason), chapter 102 (relating to
riots), chapter 65 (relating to malicious mis-
chief), chapter 111 (relating to destruction of
vessels), or chapter 81 (relating to piracy);

(b) a violation of section 186 or section 501(c)
of title 29, United States Code (dealing with
restrictions on payments and loans to labor
organizations), or any offense which involves
murder, kidnapping, robbery, or extortion, and
which is punishable under this title;

(c) any offense which is punishable under the
following sections of this title: section 37 (re-
lating to violence at international airports),
section 43 (relating to animal enterprise ter-
rorism), section 81 (arson within special mari-
time and territorial jurisdiction), section 201
(bribery of public officials and witnesses), sec-
tion 215 (relating to bribery of bank officials),
section 224 (bribery in sporting contests), sub-
section (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), or (i) of section 844
(unlawful use of explosives), section 1032 (re-
lating to concealment of assets), section 1084
(transmission of wagering information), sec-
tion 751 (relating to escape), section 832 (relat-
ing to nuclear and weapons of mass destruc-
tion threats), section 842 (relating to explosive
materials), section 930 (relating to possession

1See 1984 Amendment note below.
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of weapons in Federal facilities), section 1014
(relating to loans and credit applications gen-
erally; renewals and discounts), section 1114
(relating to officers and employees of the
United States), section 1116 (relating to pro-
tection of foreign officials), sections 1503, 1512,
and 1513 (influencing or injuring an officer,
juror, or witness generally), section 1510 (ob-
struction of criminal investigations), section
1511 (obstruction of State or local law enforce-
ment), section 1581 (peonage), section 1582
(vessels for slave trade), section 1583 (entice-
ment into slavery), section 1584 (involuntary
servitude), section 1585 (seizure, detention,
transportation or sale of slaves), section 1586
(service on vessels in slave trade), section 1587
(possession of slaves aboard vessel), section
1588 (transportation of slaves from TUnited
States), section 1589 (forced labor), section 1590
(trafficking with respect to peonage, slavery,
involuntary servitude, or forced labor), section
1591 (sex trafficking of children by force,
fraud, or coercion), section 1592 (unlawful con-
duct with respect to documents in furtherance
of trafficking, peonage, slavery, involuntary
servitude, or forced labor), section 1751 (Presi-
dential and Presidential staff assassination,
kidnapping, and assault), section 1951 (inter-
ference with commerce by threats or vio-
lence), section 1952 (interstate and foreign
travel or transportation in aid of racketeering
enterprises), section 1958 (relating to use of
interstate commerce facilities in the commis-
sion of murder for hire), section 1959 (relating
to violent crimes in aid of racketeering activ-
ity), section 1954 (offer, acceptance, or solici-
tation to influence operations of employee
benefit plan), section 1955 (prohibition of busi-
ness enterprises of gambling), section 1956
(laundering of monetary instruments), section
1957 (relating to engaging in monetary trans-
actions in property derived from specified un-
lawful activity), section 659 (theft from inter-
state shipment), section 664 (embezzlement
from pension and welfare funds), section 1343
(fraud by wire, radio, or television), section
1344 (relating to bank fraud), section 1992 (re-
lating to terrorist attacks against mass trans-
portation), sections 22561 and 2252 (sexual ex-
ploitation of children), section 2251A (selling
or buying of children), section 2252A (relating
to material constituting or containing child
pornography), section 1466A (relating to child
obscenity), section 2260 (production of sexually
explicit depictions of a minor for importation
into the United States), sections 2421, 2422,
2423, and 2425 (relating to transportation for il-
legal sexual activity and related crimes), sec-
tions 2312, 2313, 2314, and 2315 (interstate trans-
portation of stolen property), section 2321 (re-
lating to trafficking in certain motor vehicles
or motor vehicle parts), section 2340A (relating
to torture), section 1203 (relating to hostage
taking), section 1029 (relating to fraud and re-
lated activity in connection with access de-
vices), section 3146 (relating to penalty for
failure to appear), section 3521(b)(3) (relating
to witness relocation and assistance), section
32 (relating to destruction of aircraft or air-
craft facilities), section 38 (relating to aircraft
parts fraud), section 1963 (violations with re-
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