
Pace of Grants 

The following chart plots the pace at which the court fills its merits docket for a given term. Each date marker represents the conference within a given 
sitting. For instance, Feb #3 is the third February conference, which, during OT16, took place on March 3, 2017. Categorizing grants by their 

conference within a given sitting ensures more accurate cross-term comparisons.

* The Minimum Distribution Pace presented in this chart reflects the number of petitions that must be granted to fill the court’s docket for oral argument while giving the litigants in each case a complete or 
near-complete briefing schedule. The pace also reflects the number of petitions raised at each conference and other factors affecting the certiorari process.
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