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CONGRESSMAN JEFFERSON WINS RULING ON SPEECH OR DEBATE CLAUSE

[Washington DC] [August 3, 2007] – In response to the ruling by the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit regarding the search of Congressman William Jefferson’s Capitol Hill office, his lawyer, Robert Trout, stated: 

“We are pleased with the DC Circuit’s ruling that the unprecedented search conducted by the FBI violated Congressman Jefferson’s rights under the Speech or Debate clause of the United States Constitution. As we argued, the court ruled that the Congressman had an absolute right to review his records first and shield privileged legislative material from review by the executive branch.”
“Today’s opinion underscores the fact that the Department of Justice is required to follow the law, and that it is bound to abide by the Constitution. Those principles will continue to be important as we raise additional legal challenges to the overreaching by the government in this case. This is a reminder that just because the Department of Justice says it’s so, doesn’t make it so. We are confident that as this case moves forward, and when all of the facts are known, we will prevail again and clear Congressman Jefferson’s name.”

For additional information, please contact Judy Smith at 202-321-2536 or Chris Garrett at 202-223-4338.

