	'Agreement In Principle' Reached

	Fort Trumbull Saga is Expected To Come To An End Next Week

	[image: image1.png]




	By Katie Warchut
Click name for author info, most recent articles ...



[image: image3.png]



Published on 6/24/2006

 



	[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]



New London — The last two plaintiffs in the years-long eminent domain case have reached a “tentative agreement” with the city, but no one was saying Friday whether that means they will stay in the Fort Trumbull neighborhood, or leave. 
Susette Kelo and the family of Pasquale Cristofaro are expected to reveal the final details next Friday, after they sign the agreement, said Scott Bullock, senior attorney with the Institute for Justice. 
The institute and the office of Gov. M. Jodi Rell made separate announcements of the “agreement in principle” Friday. 

The weeks of discussions have involved financial incentives and the possibility of moving the houses taken by eminent domain, but one of Cristofaro's sons, Michael Cristofaro, said Friday that moving his father's longtime house out of Fort Trumbull had been ruled out. 

“It's too costly, too big, and there are too many power lines,” he said. “I don't want to go through that.” 

Rell and Mayor Beth A. Sabilia have both proposed relocating the houses in recent months, but the plans failed over disagreements over who would own the homes. Sabilia declined to comment Friday on whether negotiations still involved moving Kelo's home. 

Michael Cristofaro and his brother, Franco Cristofaro, who have been involved in negotiations, said they were presented with a contract Thursday morning but were not prepared to sign it by the end of the day. 

“There were so many discrepancies it was not even worth reading,” Franco Cristofaro said. “We were under the impression yesterday that since we didn't get the revised copy yesterday, that all bets were off.” 

But Michael Cristofaro said there's a 90 percent possibility of coming to a conclusion by next Friday. 

“I still feel my family will still be able to stay in the Fort Trumbull neighborhood,” he said. 

Kelo, meanwhile, said she had no details to share. 

“I would if I had some, but I have none,” she said. “Call me back Friday.” 

The day the tentative agreement was announced was the one-year anniversary of the landmark U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Kelo v. City of New London, issued June 23, 2005. The high court voted 5-4 to uphold the city's use of eminent domain to take private properties to make way for a hotel, offices and housing as part of a redevelopment plan for the Fort Trumbull peninsula. 

Five of the seven plaintiffs who sued the city in December 2000 have settled with the city. 

The tentative agreement “takes into account the homeowners' attachment to their homes in the Fort Trumbull neighborhood,” Bullock said, but he would not elaborate, citing the sensitive nature of the negotiations. 

“If anything is going to cause a breakdown in negotiations, it's giving a play-by-play of the details,” he said. 

Sabilia said only that no single-family residences are allowed on the parcel known as 4A, where one proposal would have relocated the plaintiffs' homes, under the Municipal Development Plan for Fort Trumbull. 

The state Department of Environmental Protection reiterated this week in a letter to the city's Planning and Zoning Commission that, under coastal management regulations, the absolute limit of residential housing units on the Fort Trumbull peninsula is 80. 

Developer Corcoran Jennison has an application pending to build 66 apartments and 14 townhouses in Fort Trumbull. 

Thursday was a second deadline set by the state for use of $1.2 million made available for settlement with the two plaintiffs. The total amount of state money being offered for settlements has been undisclosed, but the $1.2 million was originally designated for Fort Trumbull improvements and was approved by the New London Development Corp. for use in negotiating settlements. 

“I want to thank Ms. Kelo and Mr. Cristofaro for their willingness to talk and ultimately settle this battle that has gone on for so long,” Rell said in a statement. “At the same time, I want to stress that everyone has agreed that Friday is the final, final date for tying up any loose ends, and this matter will be closed once and for all.” 

Sabilia said that, although it's not finalized, the agreement brings a resolution to a long process. 

“Up until now, we didn't have anything,” she said. “I think an agreement is a watershed time for the city of New London.” 

Michael Joplin, president of the New London Development Corp., the city's agent for Fort Trumbull redevelopment, agreed. 

“We've done a tremendous amount of work in the last two weeks,” Joplin said. “There has been a lot of good-faith negotiating on both sides, and I'm confident — if that continues — we'll be able to reach an agreement and all its details in less than a week.” 

Michael Cristofaro said he was grateful to the state for “starting to treat property owners with fairness and respect.” 

“Our door's always been open to fair negotiations,” he said. 

“Now we can begin the process of healing,” Sabilia said. “It's not just timely that it's the one-year anniversary, but it's somewhat poignant, too.”


