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 THE FEDERALIST SOCIETY’S
Free Speech & Election Law Practice Group 

PRESENTS:

Government Speech and the First Amendment

In the shadow of First Amendment limits on government restrictions on, compulsions of, or compelled support for speech, it often has been assumed, and occasionally held, that the government may nonetheless express its own views on various debatable issues and may compel taxpayers or others to support such expression regardless of whether they agree with the government’s views.  This so-called government-speech doctrine has, until recently, remained poorly defined both as to what constitutes government speech and what, if any, limits the First Amendment might place on government speech.  The Supreme Court is currently considering such issues in a case involving compelled support for generic advertisements for beef – “Beef, It’s What’s for Dinner.”  The government claims that such advertisements are government speech immune from First Amendment scrutiny; the objecting cattlemen claim that they are being compelled to support speech with which they disagree in violation of the First Amendment.

This panel will consider the scope and implications of a government-speech doctrine on a variety of government activities and other aspects of First Amendment jurisprudence.  Does it matter whether the government expressly acknowledges the speech as its own or whether the public can recognize the source of the speech?  Does it matter who pays for the speech – taxpayers as a whole through general revenues or a narrow group assessed an earmarked speech tax?  Does government selection of content or viewpoint suffice to convert otherwise private speech into government speech and, if so, how does that impact cases involving viewpoint-discriminatory compelled support, viewpoint selection within public or non-public fora, or viewpoint-based conditions on public funding of expressive activities?
Confirmed Speakers Include:

· Hon. Walter Dellinger, O’Melveny & Meyers

· Mr. Thomas C. Goldstein, Goldstein & Howe
· Mr. Erik S. Jaffe, Law Offices of Erik S. Jaffe
· Hon. Randolph Moss, Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr
· Mr. Dean A. Reuter, The Federalist Society--Moderator
Thursday, April 14, 2005
12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m.

National Press Club 
529 14th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Cost: $20.00.  Lunch will be served.

Please call 202-822-8138 with any questions.

To register, please visit www.fed-soc.org/events/2005/govtspeech/promo.htm.
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