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Criminal ProcedureCriminal ProcedureCriminal ProcedureCriminal Procedure 9
Case No.
08-651
08-728
08-680
08-1341
09-6338
08-1175
09-5201
08-1332
09-367

Title Split Author Days*
Padilla v. Kentucky 7-2 Stevens 169
Bloate v. US 7-2 Thomas 153
Maryland v. Shatzer 9-0 Scalia 142
US v. Marcus 7-1 Breyer 89
Dillon v. US 7-1 Sotomayor 79
Florida v. Powell 7-2 Ginsburg 78
Barber v. Thomas 6-3 Breyer 67
Ontario v. Quon 9-0 Kennedy 59
Dolan v. US 5-4 Breyer 55

99

Criminal lawCriminal lawCriminal lawCriminal law 10
Case No.
08-876
08-7412
08-6925
08-1224
08-1394
08-1301
08-1470
08-1569
09-60
08-351

Title Split Author Days
Black v. US 9-0 Ginsburg 198
Graham v. Florida 6-3 Kennedy 189
Johnson v. US 7-2 Scalia 147
US v. Comstock 7-2 Breyer 125
US v. Skilling 6-3 Ginsburg 115
Carr v. US 6-3 Sotomayor 97
Berghuis v. Thompkins 5-4 Kennedy 92
US v. O’Brien 9-0 Kennedy 90
Carachuri-Rosendo v. Holder 9-0 Stevens 75
Alvarez v. Smith 8-1 Breyer 55

118

Habeas CorpusHabeas CorpusHabeas CorpusHabeas Corpus 7
Case No.
09-5327
09-158
08-724
08-9156
08-1402
08-992
09-338

Title Split Author Days
Holland v. Florida 7-2 Breyer 105
Magwood v. Patterson 5-4 Thomas 92
Smith v. Spisak 9-0 Breyer 91
Wood v. Allen 7-2 Sotomayor 77
Berghuis v. Smith 9-0 Ginsburg 69
Beard v. Kindler 8-0 Roberts 36
Renico v. Lett 6-3 Roberts 35

72

Constitutional LitigationConstitutional LitigationConstitutional LitigationConstitutional Litigation 4
Case No.
08-861
08-1151
08-1521
08-1498

Title Split Author Days
Free Ent. Fund v. PCAOB 5-4 Roberts 208
Stop the Beach v. Florida 8-0 Scalia 197
McDonald v. City of Chicago 5-4 Alito 118
Holder v. Hum. Law. Proj. 6-3 Roberts 118

160

Free Speech, Association, and ReligionFree Speech, Association, and ReligionFree Speech, Association, and ReligionFree Speech, Association, and Religion 5
Case No.
08-472
08-769
08-1119
08-1371
09-559

Title Split Author Days
Salazar v. Buono 5-4 Kennedy 203
US v. Stevens 8-1 Roberts 196
Milavetz v. US 9-0 Sotomayor 97
Christian Legal Soc. v. Martinez 5-4 Ginsburg 66
Doe #1 v. Reed 8-1 Roberts 57

124
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*Days measures the number of days between oral argument and the release of an opinion. 19
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Civil RightsCivil RightsCivil RightsCivil Rights 3
Case No.
08-974
08-1555
08-1529

Title Split Author Days
Lewis v. Chicago 9-0 Scalia 91
Samantar v. Yousuf 9-0 Stevens 90
Hui v. Castaneda 9-0 Sotomayor 62

81

Business CasesBusiness CasesBusiness CasesBusiness Cases 17
Case No.
08-964
08-1214
08-586
08-905
08-103
08-661
08-1107
08-1200
08-810
08-1553
08-1191
08-674
08-604
09-497
09-475
08-240
09-448

Title Split Author Days
Bilski v. Kappos 9-0 Kennedy 227
Granite v. Teamsters 7-2 Thomas 157
Jones v. Harris 9-0 Alito 148
Merck v. Reynolds 9-0 Breyer 148
Reed Elsevier v. Muchnick 8-0 Thomas 146
Am. Needle v. NFL 9-0 Stevens 131
Hertz v. Friend 9-0 Breyer 105
Jerman v. Carlisle 7-2 Sotomayor 98
Conkright v. Frommert 5-3 Roberts 91
Kawasaki v. Regal-Beloit 6-3 Kennedy 89
Morrison v. Nat. Australia Bank 8-0 Scalia 84
NRG Power v. Maine 8-1 Ginsburg 71
Union Pac. RR v. Brotherhood 9-0 Ginsburg 62
Rent-A-Center v. Jackson 5-4 Scalia 56
Monsanto v. Geertson 7-2 Alito 55
Mac’s Shell v. Shell Oil 9-0 Alito 42
Hardt v. Reliance 9-0 Thomas 28

102

Civil LitigationCivil LitigationCivil LitigationCivil Litigation 4
Case No.
08-645
08-304
08-1457
08-969

Title Split Author Days
Abbott v. Abbott 6-3 Kennedy 125
Graham County v. US 7-2 Stevens 120
New Process Steel v. NLRB 5-4 Stevens 86
Hemi Group v. City of NY 5-3 Roberts 83

104

Civil Judicial ProcedureCivil Judicial ProcedureCivil Judicial ProcedureCivil Judicial Procedure 8
Case No.
08-970
08-1008
08-1198
08-1322
08-911
09-223
08-678
09-337

Title Split Author Days
Perdue v. Kenny A 5-4 Alito 189
Shady Grove v. Allstate 5-4 Scalia 149
Stolt-Nielsen v. Animal Feeds 5-3 Alito 139
Astrue v. Ratliff 9-0 Thomas 112
Kucana v. Holder 9-0 Ginsburg 71
Levin v. Commerce Energy 9-0 Ginsburg 71
Mohawk v. Carpenter 9-0 Sotomayor 64
Krupski v. Costa Crociere 9-0 Sotomayor 47

105

BankruptcyBankruptcyBankruptcyBankruptcy 3
Case No.
08-538
08-1134
08-998

Title Split Author Days
Schwab v. Reilly 6-3 Thomas 226
US Aid Funds v. Espinosa 9-0 Thomas 112
Hamilton v. Lanning 8-1 Alito 77

138

Original CasesOriginal CasesOriginal CasesOriginal Cases 2
Case No.
132, Orig
138, Orig

Title Split Majority AuthorDays
Alabama v. North Carolina 7-2 Scalia 141
South Carolina v. North Carolina 5-4 Alito 99

120

Categories Sorted by Average Number of Days Between Argument and Opinion
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Total Number Days
Constitutional Litigation
Bankruptcy
Free Speech, Association, and 
Religion
Original Cases
Criminal Law
Civil Judicial Procedure
Civil Litigation
Business Cases
Criminal Procedure
Civil Rights
Habeas Corpus
Total

4 160
3 138
5 124

2 120
10 118
8 105
4 104
17 102
9 99
3 81
7 72
72 107

Categories Sorted by Average Number of Days Between Argument and Opinion

9-0 8-1 7-2 6-3 5-4
Criminal Procedure
Criminal Law
Habeas Corpus
Constitutional Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Rights
Bankruptcy
Business Cases
Civil Litigation
Civil Judicial Procedure
Original Cases

2 2 3 1 1
4 1 2 3 1
3 0 2 1 1
1 0 0 1 2
1 2 0 0 2

3 0 0 0 0
1 1 0 1 0
5 1 3 1 1
3 0 1 3 2
5 0 0 0 3
0 0 1 0 1

Roberts
Subject

Roberts
Majority 
Opinions

Habeas Corpus
Constitutional Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Litigation
Business Cases
Civil Rights
Criminal Procedure
Criminal Law
Bankruptcy
Civil Judicial Procedure
Original Cases

2
2
2

1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kennedy
Subject

Kennedy
Majority 
Opinions

Criminal Law
Business Cases
Civil Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Criminal Procedure
Habeas Corpus
Constitutional Litigation
Civil Rights
Bankruptcy
Civil Judicial Procedure
Original Cases

3
2
1
1

1
0
0
0
0
0
0

Thomas
Subject

Thomas
Majority 
Opinions

Business Cases
Bankruptcy
Civil Judicial Procedure
Habeas Corpus
Criminal Procedure
Civil Litigation
Constitutional Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Rights
Criminal Law
Original Cases

3
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

0
0
0

Ginsburg
Subject

Ginsburg
Majority 
Opinions

Criminal Law
Civil Judicial Procedure
Business Cases
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Criminal Procedure
Habeas Corpus
Civil Litigation
Constitutional Litigation
Civil Rights
Bankruptcy
Original Cases

2
2
2
1

1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Breyer
Subject

Breyer
Majority 
Opinions

Criminal Procedure
Habeas Corpus
Business Cases
Criminal Law
Civil Judicial Procedure
Constitutional Litigation
Civil Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Rights
Bankruptcy
Original Cases

3
2
2
2
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

Alito
Subject

Alito
Majority 
Opinions

Business Cases
Civil Judicial Procedure
Constitutional Litigation
Bankruptcy
Original Cases
Civil Litigation
Habeas Corpus
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Rights
Criminal Procedure
Criminal Law

3
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

0
0
0

Sotomayor
Subject

Sotomayor
Majority 
Opinions

Civil Judicial Procedure
Criminal Law
Habeas Corpus
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Civil Rights
Criminal Procedure
Business Cases
Civil Litigation
Constitutional Litigation
Bankruptcy
Original Cases

2
1
1
1

1
1
1
0
0
0
0

Stevens
Subject

Stevens
Majority 
Opinions

Civil Litigation
Civil Rights
Criminal Procedure
Criminal Law
Business Cases
Constitutional Litigation
Habeas Corpus
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Bankruptcy
Civil Judicial Procedure
Original Cases

2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

0
0
0

Scalia
Subject

Scalia
Majority 
Opinions

Criminal Law
Business Cases
Constitutional Litigation
Civil Rights
Criminal Procedure
Civil Judicial Procedure
Original Cases
Habeas Corpus
Civil Litigation
Free Speech, Association, 
and Religion
Bankruptcy

1
2
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

0

21

Majority Opinion Authorship




