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Dorothy C. Blackmun, the widow of the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun, died on July 13, 2006 in Winter Park, Florida.  She died at her home in the Mayflower Retirement Center with her family by her side. She was 95. 

Dorothy E. “Dottie” Clark was born on December 12, 1910, in Cloquet, Minnesota.   She attended Macalester College in Saint Paul, the Twin Cities Business College, and the University of Minnesota.  Before her marriage, Mrs. Blackmun was secretary to the president of a Saint Paul printing firm.  She was a Red Cross nurses’ aide in Minneapolis hospitals during World War II.  Professionally, Mrs. Blackmun was a dress designer and was the co-owner of “Designing Women,” a custom dressmaking shop in Rochester. 

Mrs. Blackmun was also active in numerous community and charitable activities.  She organized and served for four years as president of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Rochester Methodist Hospital.  In addition, she served as treasurer of the Rochester Memorial Nursery School and as a remedial reading tutor.  She was a board member, as well as chairman, of the Rochester Chapter for the United Nations. During this period she was named in “Who’s Who of American Women.” 

The Blackmuns were married on June 21, 1941 and lived in Minneapolis.  In 1950 Harry A. Blackmun joined the Administrative Staff of the Mayo organizations and they moved to Rochester, Minnesota.  They resided in Rochester from 1950 until they moved to Washington when Justice Blackmun was appointed to the Court by President Nixon on June 9, 1970.  Mrs. Blackmun continued to be active in community service in Washington, including serving as associate director of the Child Health Center Board of Children’s Hospital and as a member of the Washington Advisory Committee for UNICEF.

Justice Blackmun retired from the Court on August 3, 1994 and died on March 4, 1999.  He was 90.  Mrs. Blackmun will be buried with Justice Blackmun in Arlington Cemetery.

Mrs. Blackmun is survived by three daughters:  Nancy C. Blackmun of Framingham, Massachusetts; Sally A. Blackmun and her husband Michael Elsberry of Orlando, Florida; and Susan M. Blackmun and her husband William Brown of Orlando, Florida; and five grandchildren: Nicholas B. Coniaris; Kristen B. Coniaris; Lauren B. Elsberry; Lisa B. Elsberry; and Kaia B. Brown.  She is also survived by one sister, Irene Clark Bowers of Mesa, Arizona.
